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from the miraculous acts of mercy recorded in the authentic
ones; for they affirm that trees went forth to meet him; that he
was saluted by stones; that water gushed from his fingers; that
he split the moon in two; that a beam groaned to him; that
a camel complained to him; and that a shoulder of mutton
off which he dined informed him, though too late, of its
being poisoned. De Sacy thinks that these acts were assigned
to him by his enthusiastic followers ; and that, though he did not
claim the power of working miracles, he willingly encouraged
the delusion. We know, from the Koran, that he ascribed his
first victory to the assistance of thousands of angels who fought
for him, though seen only by himself. So forlorn was his state,
that he even proposed to his few Yatreb converts to secure
him an asylum. This they truly stated was beyond their power,
for their city was inhabited by two hostile tribes; but at the
next pilgrimage they would be able to give him an answer,
since,'in the interval, God might restore them to peace. They
returned and offered him protection. Their zeal overlooked
obstacles, for they were no more than twelve. Mohammed
met them on mount Akaba, a short distance from the town,
and there they may be said to have laid the foundation of his
sovereignty; for they took an oath to renounce idolatry, not to
steal, not to commit fornication, not to put their female infants
to death, not to calumniate, and to obey all his reasonable com-
mands. He then sent Masab back with them, who was well
qualified for the office, for there was soon not a house in which
some had not embraced Islam; and this was also the commence-
ment of the practice of religion, for he began to assemble the
converts to hear him discourse, and to unite in social worship
on the Friday, which thus became, -in contradistinction to
the Jewish sabbath, and the Christian Lord's-day, the Moham-
medan day of meeting. The next year they again visited
Mecca, and their number had increased to seventy-three. He
met them again, by night, and was now accompanied by
his uncle Abbas, like Abuthaleb, his protector, though not his
convert, who was one of the ten chiefs who had the guardian-
ship pf the sacred well. He cautioned them against be-